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» Witnessing History

As Martin Delany suggested in his quote in
Chapter 9, Nell urges black people to decide
their own fate and not submit to enslavement
and to fight to the death to be free,

® Retracing the Odyssey

Boston, Massachusetts: Black Heritage Trail.
This is a 1.6-mile walking tour of fourteen Sites
It begins at the Africa Meeting House (built in
1806) and includes the four story home of black
leader Lewis Hayden and his wife Harriet. as well
as Augustus Saint-Gaudens's powerful 1897
Memorial to Robert Gould Shaw and the 54th

Massachusetts Regiment
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Witnessing History .
The Fugitive Slave Bill (cxhibilc(l in its hideous deﬂ’rmity :

) ; as already in hot haste com
our previous meeting) has alread, Menceg,

bloody crusade o’er the land, and the li“lbm[_}’ 5 (‘)urs‘fl\fes and
our families becoming its victims at the cupnce. of Smlthern
men-stealers, imperatively demands an expression, Whethe, 1
will tamely submit to chains and slavery, or whether we will,
all and every hazard, Live and Die freemen.

—Robert C. Nell, “Declaration of Sentiments of the Colored Citizeng of
Boston on the Fugitive Slave Bill!!!” 1850

What action might Nell be suggesting of black people in light of the Fugitive

&
_',/ Slave Bill?

An abolitionist poster from Massachusetts condemns the Fugitive Slave Law and
the politicians who voted for it.

y the end of the 1840s in the United States, no issue was as con

versial as slavery. Slavery, or more accurately its expansion, deep
divided the American people and led to the bloodiest war in Americ
history. Try as they might from 1845 to 1860, political leaders couldn
solve, evade, or escape slavery and whether to allow it to expand into
nation's western territories,

Whether slavery should be permitted in the western territories i
not a new issue. As early as 1787, Congress had prohibited slavery in
Norlhwfrst Territory, the area north of the Ohio River that became I
s{au'.s: of ()h‘u_), Indiana, Nlinois, Michigan, and Wisconsin. Thenin ¥
'<l. major ])()hlt('k.ll controversy erupted when Missouri applied for adms
ston to the Union as g slave state. The
admitted Maine as g free state,
slavery north of the 36° 30’ line
only pc stponed for twenty-five
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of latitude—settled that controvers' h
years further conflict over the expans’
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the Lure of the West

Free Labor Versus S|aye Labor

Westward expansion revived the iIssue of slavery’s future in the terr

ries. Should slavery be legal in westerr lands, or should it be c])(u(ll(- “- l-ult
Most whilt" R Ihﬂl‘()llghly ingrained racist beliefs lh;l‘:‘;)(c(()l-
ple of African descent were not and could never be their intellectual
political, or social equals. Yet those same white Americans rlisanrrce(i
vehemently on where those unfree African Americans should h: per-
mitted to labor and reside.

Most northern white people adamantly opposed allowing southern
slaveholders to take their slaves into the former Mexican territories.
They detested the prospect of slavery spreading westward and limiting
their opportunities to settle and farm those lands. Except for the
increasing number of militant abolitionists, white Northerners detested
both slavery as a labor system and the black people who were enslaved.

By the mid-nineteenth century, northern black and white people
embraced the system of free labor, that is, free men and women working
0 earn a living and improve their lives. If southern slave nwncrs' ma'nn
4ged to gain a foothold for their unfree labor on the western pl;uns‘, in
the Rocky Mountains, or on the Pacific coast, then the future for free
white ]abbrers would be severely restricted, if not destroyed.

Q/ Reading Check What did “free labor” mean to nineteenth-century
| Americans?

The Wilmot Proviso
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GUIDE TO READING

»

What did “free labor” mean
to nineteenth-century
Americans?

Why was the expansion
of slavery such a divisive
issue?

Why were white southerners
opposed to the Wilmot
Proviso?

- What were the sources
of opposition to Henry Clay’s
Compromise of 18507

KEY TERMS

¥ free labor, p. 313

® Wilmot's Proviso, p. 313

® positive good, p. 314

* Free-Soil Party, p. 314

® Forty-Niners, p. 314

¥ Compromise of 1850, p. 314

# Guide to Reading/Key Terms

For answers, see the Teacher’s Resource Manual.

# Reading Check

Free labor meant free men and women working
to earn a living and improve their lives. Many
people in the North saw westward expansion as
an opportunity to expand the scope of free labor,
something they believed was consistent with the

country’s core values

# Recommended Reading

Eric Foner. Free Soil, Free Labor and Free Men:
The Ideology of the Republican Party before
the Civil L’Vér. New York: Oxford University
Press, 1970. An excellent overview of
attitudes on free soil, slavery, and race.
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To prevent slavery’s expansion, the Free-SOﬂ Party \-\"d'S forme
in 1848. It was composed mainly of white people who vigoroyg,
opposed slavery’s expansion and the suppns("(l desecration that
presence of black men and women might bring to the new wester
lands. But some black and white abolitionists also supported the
Free-Soilers as a way to oppose slavery. They reasoned that evey
though many Free-Soil supporters were hostile to black people, the
party still represented a serious challenge to slavery and its expan-
sion. Frederick Douglass felt comfortable enough with the Free-Soj

Although white miners resented their presence, black men Party to attend its convention in 1848. The Free-Soil candidate for
too sought riches in California in the great gold rush of 1849. president that year was the former Democratic president Martin Van
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Buren. He came in a distant third behind the Whig victor and hero
of the Mexican War, Zachary Taylor, who won, and the Democrat Lewis
Cass. Nevertheless, ten Free-Soil congressmen were elected, and the party
provided a growing forum to oppose slavery’s advance.

California and the Compromise of 1850

The discovery of gold in California in 1848 seni thousands of Americans
hurrying west in search of wealth in 1849, The Forty-Niners were almos!
exclusively male and mostly white Americans, But the desire to get rich
» Pl gold rush attracted Europeans, Asians
(mns[l_,\' from China), and African Americans, Nearly 900 black me
Peru, Chile, ;m(ll Jamaica. As l('-11‘11)- (_ ‘-),f ,:\[H(‘;m (1‘05(‘011[111‘01” M(l,\llu;
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ae Northerners, he proposed admitting California as a free state and
diminating the slave trade (but not slavery) in the District of Columbia.
lsatisfy white Southerners, he offered a stronger fugitive slave law to
uike it easier for slave owners to apprehend runaway slaves and return
lem o slavery, New Mexico and Utah would also be organized as terri-
eswith no mention of slavery (see Map 10-1). ‘

Clay's bill did not pass. Southern opponents like John C. Calhoun
Wdnot tolerate the admission of California without slavery. Northern
‘, y -ate a
Thonents like Senator William Seward of New York could not ;1(.)16; 11; w
[ = . ~ y 1ello
. Bher fugitive slave law. President Zachary Taylor e flse state
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MAP 10-1 The Compromise of 1850

As a result of the war against Mexico, the
United States acquired the regions shown

on this map as California, Utah Territory,

New Mexico Territory, and the portions of

Texas not included in the Province of Texas.
& With the Compromise of 1850,

é) California entered the union as a free
state. In which remaining western
lands would slavery be accepted or
rejected?

Explore this map online
at www.prenhall.com/aah/map10.1

w Map 10-1

it i et

The future slave status of the New Mexico and
Utah territories remained unresolved.
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