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Haitian independence movement leader —David Walker’s Appeal
Touissant Louverture fought successfully
. T Y Louverture an inspiration to advocates of slave revolts in America?
inspiration for leaders of slave uprisings "_JJ Why was Louve
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Chapter Preview ! lack abolitionist David Walker wrote these words in Boston in 1829, ‘

‘They suggest both the sense early-nineteenth-century Americans
had of the nearness of God and the anguish a free black man felt about
his brothers and sisters in bondage.

In his harsh language and demands for action, Walker was a precursor
of the militant black and white abolitionists of the 1830s, 1840s, and 1850k
He bluntly portrayed the oppression suffered by African Americans. He
urged black men to redeem themselves by defending their lovec ones from
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A Country in Turmoil

When David Walker wrote his Appeal, the United States was in economic,
political, and social turmoil. The invention of the cotton gin in 1793 led
to a vast westward expansion of cotton cultivation. Where cotton went,
so did slavery. By the late 1820s, southern slaveholders and their slaves
had pushed into what was then the Mexican province of Texas.

The states of the Old Northwest were passing from frontier condi-
tions to commercial farming. By 1825 the Erie Canal, between the Great
Lakes and the Hudson River, had linked this region economically to the
Northeast. Later, railroads carried the Old Northwest's agricultural
products to East-Coast cities. An enormous amount of grain and meat
also flowed down the Ohio and Mississippi Rivers encouraging the
growth of such cities as Pittsburgh, Cincinnati, Louisville, St. Louis,
Memphis, and New Orleans.

In the North, the transportation and market revolutions changed
how people lived and worked. As steamboats became common and as
networks of macadam turnpikes (paved with crushed stone and tar),
canals, and railroads spread, travel time diminished. As Americans
began to move from one region to another, families became more scat-
tered, and ties to local communities became less permanent. For
African Americans, subject to the domestic slave trade, mobility came
with a high price.

Political Paranoia

The Jacksonian Era began with charges leveled by Anrlrcw_];.lcksun‘s su'p-
Porters that John Quincy Adams and Henry Clay had (‘(HISPII'IT‘(].[(I) C I_ul-‘nt
Jackson out of the presidency in [824. Jackson had won a plurality of the
POpular vote but failed to get 2 majority in the electoral (‘f)ll_cgr.
Congress chose Adams to be president. These CFl;ll'gL‘s and‘il.u- holu".i [l,]:d.[
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his drawing appeared in Henry Highland
zarnet's 1848 edition of David Walker's

\ppeal . . . to the Colored Citizens of the World.

t portrays a black Moses receiving divine
laws guaranteeing liberty and justice.
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This was clear in their outlook toward American Indians, women,
and African Americans. Democratic politicians were in the forefront of
those who demanded the removal of Indians to the area west of the
Mississippi River, which culminated in the Cherokee Trail of Tears in
1838. Generally, Democrats were also traditionalists concerning the role
of women in society. They supported patriarchy and a subservient role
for women in both the family and the church. Finally, almost al
Democratic leaders in both the North and the South believed God and
nature had designed African Americans to be slaves. Yet, during the
1820s and early 1830s, only a few radicals like Walker saw the hypocﬁs\
of the Democrats’ outlook and contended that real democracy would
embrace all men, regardless of race. Reformers did not even begin 10
propose equal rights for women until the late 1830s.
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The Trail of Tears, painted in 1942 by Robert Lindneux, dramatizes the westward journey of
Cherokees from their homeland in Georgia to what is now Oklahoma. The Democratic party,
which championed the rights of white men, was chiefly responsible for the forced westward
relocation of the Cherokees and other southeastern Indian peoples.

Indians. They criticized the inhumanity of slaveholders and tried to
limit the federal government’s support for the peculiar institution.
When and where they could, black men voted for Whig candidates.

The Second Great Awakening

Evangelicals were motivated to carry their (Jhristian_ morality into poli-
tics by a new era of revivalism in America. Like David Walker, they saw
the hand of God everywhere. Religion, of course, hac_l alw"T‘VS b(iep
important in America. During the 1730s and 1740s, the widesp1 ea(.l 1@?1—
glous revival known as the Great Awakening had used enfouownﬂ
Preaching and hymn singing to bring.men and WOII‘.lt“Il [? tin-].blaﬁ;li(:iq
and reform their lives. African Americans helped shape t~11\~. e:?g : .t.
on emotion. American churches had first made a c;)llcmt-[f)iat; I_S‘ti[vai
Convert black people at that time. Then a new wav;:-{l(i 611111(;51 e
ism began at the end of the eighteenth century. i o
Great Awakening, it lasted into the 1830s. The nlfw ev;l[ri M
ordinary black and white Americans to b tal . Cc;) - R
from the established clergy and to impose R, AFLE

gly turbulent American society:

The Second Great Awakening influe
! JOnes's efforts to establish separate black ¢

nced Richard Allen and Absalf)m
hurches in Philadelphia during

Opposition to Slavery 257




58 Chapter 8

.d shape the character of other black churches tha
the 1790s. It hclplt( i%(()(l)s' nd 1810s. These black churches became
ng the 1¢ SR

. art of the antislavery mo\'t‘-mem' H()we‘i?r’ tl?e .Secmlq Gregy
C‘“m“"q 3 = & hits pe:ak antil the 1320s. “l_th [RPREOIAN Soree i
:\‘mk\?n-l:;fiig ll;)(il-l;:it‘ﬁt.LCh"‘“ il Fin'nt’»}’,' a Whl[ff' ?re;by[rcrian, and
o m . c1 ~L1 lped democratize religion 1N .Arn.erltd. g
other JCRMIREEEe vs, Finney and other revivalists preached that 4

inos that lasted for da L
: | women—not just few—could become faithful Christians apq
.n and women—not Jju : ey 1S an
- acksonian democracy revolutionized politics i,

o

lutionized the nation’s spiy.

emerged durl

save their souls. Just as ] . -
N ot AT eV

America, the Second Great Awaken.m'g r : .

tual life and led many Americans to jom re orm :

/ Reading Check What impact did the Second Great Awakening
have on black leaders?

The Benevolent Empire

Evangelicals—both black and white—emphasized practical Christianity
Those who were saved, they maintained, would not be content with
their own salvation. Instead, they would help save others. Black evangel-
icals, in particular, called for “a liberating faith” that would advance
material and spiritual well-being. An emphasis on action led to what
became known during the 1810s and 1820s as the Benevolent Empire, 2
network of church-related voluntary organizations designed to fight sin
and save souls. The Benevolent Empire launched what is now known as
antebellum or Jacksonian reform.
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