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Africa

A Huge and Diverse Land

Africa, the second largest continent in the world (only Asia is larger), is
bounded by the Mediterranean Sea to the north, the Atlantic Ocean to
the west, and the Indian Ocean and the Red Sea to the east. A narrow
strip of land in its northeast corner connects it to the Arabian Peninsula
and beyond that to Asia and Europe.

From north to south, Africa is divided into a succession of climatic
zones (see Map 1-1). With the exception of a fertile strip along the
Mediterranean coast and the agriculturally rich Nile River valley, most
of the northern third of the continent consists of the Sahara Desert. For
thousands of years, the Sahara had limited contact between the rest of
Africa—known as sub-Saharan Africa—and the Mediterranean coast,
Europe, and Asia. South of the Sahara is a semidesert region known as
the Sahel, and south of the Sahel is a huge grassland, or savannah,
stretching from Ethiopia westward to the Atlantic Ocean. Arab adven-
turers named this savannah Bilad es Sudan, meaning “land of the black
people,” and the term Sudan designates this entire region, rather than
simply the modern East African nation of Sudan. Much of the habitable
part of West Africa falls within the savannah. The rest lies within the
northern part of a rain forest that extends eastward from the Atlantic
coast over most of the central part of the continent. Another region of
savannah borders the rain forest to the south, followed by another
desert—the Kalahari—and another coastal strip at the continent’s

southern extremity.

Reading Check What are the geographical characteristics
of Africa?

The Birthplace of Humanity

Paleoanthropologist

likely descendants of beings who lived in Africa millions of years ago.

s—scientists who study the evolution and prehis-
tory of humans—have concluded that the origins of humanity lie in the
savannah regions of Africa. All people today, in other words, are very

TO READING

What are the geographical
characteristics of Africa?

Why is Africa considered the
“birthplace of humanity”?

Where and how did humans
originate?

¥ Why are ancient African
civilizations important?

KEY TERMS

¥ savannah, p. 7

¥ Sudan,p. 7

¥ hominids, p. 8

¥ Homo erectus, p. 9
¥ ancient Egypt, p. 9
¥ pharaoh, p. 10
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MAP 1-1 Africa: Climatic Regions
and Early Sites

Africa is a large continent with several
climatic zones. It is also the home of
several early civilizations.

What impact did the variety of climatic
zones have on the development of
civilization in Africa?

Explore this map online
at www.prenhall.com/ aah/map1.1
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the earliest creature designated
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Individuals of the [7o» o
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tralopithecines. They butch meat ( '
tools and built shelters with « ne found
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and gathering societies today, they probably lived in small band
which women foraged fo: plant food and men huntec

for meat.
Homo erectus. who emer

A ‘ ged in Africa about 1.6 million vears ago, 1s
assoclated with the

E : first evidence of human use of fire. Homo ereclus,
spread even farther from Africa. reaching eastern Asia and Indonesia.

Pale()’dnlhr()polngisls agre
evolved from Homo enectus: |

out of Africa model, mode

e that modern humans, Homo sapiens
ut they disagree on how. According to the
rn humans emerged in Africa some 200,000
years ago and began migrating to the rest of the world about 100,000
years ago, eventually replacing all other existing hominid populations.
According to the multiregional model, modern humans evolved
throughout Africa, Asia, and Europe from ancestral regional popula-
tions of Homo erectus and archaic Homo sapiens. According to this
model, a continuous exchange of genetic material allowed archaic
human populations in Africa, Asia, and Europe to evolve simultaneously
into modern humans. Although, both of these models are consistent
with recent genetic evidence, and both indicate that all living peoples
are closely related, the prevailing consensus in anthropology is that
Africa is the birthplace of all humankind. The “Eve” hypothesis, which
supports the out-of-Africa model, suggests that all modern humans are
descended from a single African woman. The multiregional model
maintains that a continuous exchange of genetic material allowed
archaic human populations in Africa, Asia, and Europe to evolve simul-
taneously into modern humans.

Q/ Reading Check Where and how did humans originate?

Ancient Civilizations

The earliest civilization in Africa and one of the two earliest civilizations
in world history is that of ancient Egypt (see Map 1-1), which. (?n.lerged
in the Nile River valley in the fourth millennium BCE. thzau'on
appeared at the end of a long process in whllch hunting and gatherm.g
gave way to agriculture. The settled village llf.e that ljesulte(‘i from Fhls
transformation permitted society to become increasingly _hlera‘“‘:hlcal
and specialized. Similar processes gave rise to civilization in the Indus

ound 2300 BCE, in China—with the founding of the

valley i ia ar
alley in India a and in Mexico and Andean South

Shang dynasty—-around'lﬁoo BCE,

America during the first millennium BCE. o
The race of the ancient Egyptians and the extent of their influence

on Western civilization have long been sources of controversy. Itis a con-
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Anthropologists discovered these fossil
bones, nicknamed “Lucy,” in 1974 at Ha
Ethiopia.
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show skilled carpenters at work.

Egyptian wall paintings from ancient tombs
troversy that reflects more about racial politics since the eighteenth cen-
tury than about the Egyptians themselves. Ethnically the Egyptians were
an African people related to other African peoples across that conti-
nent. They had early cultural associations with people to their south in
Nubia and in the “Great Lakes region.” They were, nevertheless,
engaged in cultural exchanges with early civilizations in southeastern
Asia. In addition, many scholars have recognized that Egypt as an African
nation influenced the spread of civilization to Greece and throughout
the world. In religion, commerce, philosophy, art, science, and mathe-
matics Egypt played a founding role in what became Western Civilization.

Egyptian Civilization

Egypt was, as the Greek historian Herodotus observed 2.500 vears ago.
the “gift of the Nile.” It was the Nile that allowed F.g\'pli'qu L .-( lllli\‘:lt’
wheat and bjdrley and herd goats, sheep, pigs, and ('i‘ll'llt‘ ;“ 2o otherwise
d.esolate region. The Nile also provided thé Englik-lll% with ‘-It ” ( 1‘l“l-
tion and communications artery, while its dJeSert l a transport:

, B g
tected them from foreign invasion urroundings p!

e e Ko i s 5140141
the Roman Empire in the ﬁz;one Soict il i incorporation int®
immensely long span int century BCE. Historians have divided this
period (3100-2700 Bex) ¢ several epochs. During the early dynastic
kings consolidated their aar;}cll 0-1(1 Kingdom (2700-2200 Btll';) Egypt®
a period of instability follllow?:tyzlnd claimed the status of g“’d“-( After
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puring the New Kingdom (1550—] 100), Egypt expanded
peyond the Nile valley to establish an empiré over coastal N\ed“e”anea"
regions of soPthwest Asia as well as Libya and Nubia in %
Africa. It was In this period that Egypt’s kings began using
(he title pharaoh, which means “great house.” During thLe
post-Empire period (1100-30 pc), Egypt fell prey to a series

Abusir

Qf.outside invaders—Assyrians, Persians, Greeks, Romans, Z”'ggg}};';j‘mnn—&]s et
and Arabs. (see Map 1-2). g -a-ui:a,“ f
Lot e way of life that took Shape during the Old Kingdom 4 : gl
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had resisted change for most of ancient Egypt’s his-

presided over a strictly hierarchical society.
m were classes of warriors, priests, merchants, arti- N
peasants. A class of scribes, who were masters of i g A
lex hieroglyphic writing, staffed a comprehen- it
S ..- f o Western  \_ ;
1 society was strictly patrilineal and patriarchal. D AabE g e gL
1er men could take additional wives if the first Amdoe gy ‘ tf
produce children. Egyptian women held a Zas Gt ¥ ¢
pared with women in much of the rest of 7 JerER 7. 54 *
. They owned property independently of BEYPT  immohoisng o
ywversaw household slaves, controlled the . (AR “ide;
ildren, held public office, served as E"&aﬁm BT 2
| businesses. There were several female ,_@E 7 E
whom, Hatshepsut, reigned for twenty years Fe
E). She is depicted in carvings and monu- y ¥
‘wearing the regalia of male rulers, includ-  AbuSimbel, i 3
Ise beard. :
every facet of Egyptian life. Although
sle gods, two of the more important i e GRS \
Ra), who represented the immortal- e )
te and Osiris, the god of the Nile, who Nubian :r‘N"'H
I’s personal immortality. Desert S e
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MAP 1-2 Ancient Egypt and Nubia

;¥ What does this map indicate about the relationship

between ancient Egypt and Nubia/Kush?
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The ruined pyramids of Meroé on the banks of the upper Nile River are ex
cultural connections between Meroé and Egypt.

interacted with the Egyptians. Recent are haeological e 1CC suggests
that grain production and the concept of monarchy m ¢ aArise
Nubia and then spread northward to Egypt. But F ayp ulatio
always much larger than that of Nubia. During the s nillent
BCE, Egypt used its military POWEr to make Nubia an Eo color
control Nubian copper and gold mines. Egyptians als ted |
aves from Nubia and reqn 1€ 5015
gYPtas hostages.
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Kush itself remained independent fo,

A ; another thousand vears, [ts Kings
Commued for centuries to call th ‘

| : (‘mwl\w;»!1.11.1«)}1\.11“{ had themselves
puried in pyramid tombs covered with F

the Kushite nobility practiced the Egyptian religion and spoke the
Eg}'P[ian languag'e_ BL_” a resurgent Egyptian army destr wed Kerma in
540 BCE and the Kushites moved their capital southward to Meroé. The
new capital was superbly located for trade with East Africa, with 11‘;='i()11s
to the west across the Sudan, and with the Mediterran .
of the Nile River. Trade made Mero¢ wealthy, and the development of a
smelting technology capable of exploiting local deposits of iron [,--(m;_
formed the city into Africa’s first industrial center. |

As Meroé’s economic base expanded, the dependence of Kushite
civilization on Egyptian culture declined. By the second century ck, the
Kushites had developed their own phonetic script to l'vpln("v hiero-
glyphics. An architecture derived from that of Egypt gave way to an
eclectic style that included Greek, Indian, and sub-Saharan African
motifs, as well as Egyptian.

gyptian lnm'ngi\i,]m s. Thev and

ean world by way

Axum

Because of its commerce and wealth, Kush attracted powerful ene-
mies, including the Roman Empire. By 31 BcE the Roman Empire con-
trolled all the lands bordering the Mediterranean Sea. A Roman army,
for example, invaded Kush in 23 BcE. But it was actually the decline of
Rome and its Mediterranean economy that were the chief factors in
Kush’s destruction. As the Roman Empire grew weaker and poorer, its
trade with Kush declined, and Kush, too, grew weaker. During the
early fourth century cg, Kush fell to the neighboring Noba people,
who in turn fell to the nearby kingdom of Axum, whose warriors
destroyed Meroé.

Located in what is today Ethiopia, Axum emerged as a nation during
the first century BCE. Semitic people from the Arabian Peninsula, who
were influenced by Hebrew culture, settled among a local black popula-
tion, By the time it absorbed Kush during the fourth century CFE, Axum
had become the first Christian state in sub-Saharan Africa. By the eighth
century, shifting trade patterns, environmental depletion, and -lsl;nn'i('
invaders combined to reduce Axum’s power. It nevertheless retained its

unique culture and its independence.

V Reading Check Why are ancient African civilizations important?

This giant stele at Axum demonstrates the
spread of Egyptian architecture into what is
today Ethiopia.
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