Categories and Questions						Notes

Feudal Japan
In the 1100s, the power of the Japanese emperor declined. While armies fought for power a feudal system developed. This system, like the one in Europe, had distinct levels and all members of society had a defined place in it. 
Under Japanese feudalism, the emperor still ruled in name, but powerful warrior nobles actually controlled the country. The feudal system consisted of the following groups:
1)  Shoguns: They were the top military commanders who held the real power in the feudal system. They set up dynasties (ruling families) called shogunates 

2) Daimyo: They were vassal lords. The Shogun distributed land to daimyo in exchange for a promise to support the shogun with their armies when needed. 

3) Samurai: They were warriors, whose name meant “those who serve.” The samurai promised loyalty to the daimyo in exchange for land. The samurai followed bushido, or the “way of the warrior.” They were to be brave, loyal and honorable. If a samurai betrayed the code of bushido, he was expected to commit ritual suicide called seppuku. 

4) Peasants and Artisans: Peasants farmed the land and artisans made weapons for the samurai. For their services, they were granted the protection of the samurai. Peasants made up 3/4 of the population. 

5) Merchants: were considered the lowest class, socially, but had the ability to possess more wealth than members of the higher classes. 

The Tokugawa Shogunate	In 1603, the Tokugawa shogunate came to power, bringing peace and stability to Japan for nearly 300 years. Japan prospered in a “Golden Age” for the following reasons:
1) Centralized Feudal Government:  The Tokugawa  shoguns stopped fighting among the daimyo, forcing them to live at the capital of Edo (now Tokyo). The government kept a close eye on the daimyo and their families. 
2) Economic prosperity: New crops, tools and techniques allowed farmers to grow more food. The population grew, and towns were linked by roads, trade increased and merchants gained wealth. 
Also, the Tokugawa became hostile towards foreigners. They prohibited all western merchants from trading with Japan and prohibited Japanese from traveling abroad. During this period of isolation, Japan’s internal trade boomed as they traded with themselves. 
3) [bookmark: _GoBack]Cultural Advances: Many Japanese learned Zen Buddhist practices, such as the tea ceremony and landscape gardening. They also made advances in art and theatre. In kabuki theatre actors acted out stories about families and Japanese history. In literature, they created poems called haikus. 
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