An Introduction to Japan
Name: ______________________________ Block:   __________________ 

  Japan is an archipelago or a series of islands.  While Japan consists of more than 3,000 islands, the Japanese live on four main islands.  The four main islands are Hokkaido, Honshu, Shikoku, and Kyushu.  The waters that surrounded Japan protected it from invaders.  Unlike China and India, foreign armies never conquered Japan.  However, cultural diffusion did occur.  Japan received many ideas from Korea and China.  The Japanese adapted these ideas to fit their own culture.  Thus, while the Japanese borrowed many ideas from other cultures, they still maintained their own unique culture.

  Japan is also mountainous.  While the mountains are not high enough to separate the people of Japan, the mountains make farming difficult.  Japan has little arable or good for farming land.  In addition, Japan lacks many natural resources.  As a result of this lack of natural resources, the Japanese have had to conquer other lands or trade to acquire these natural resources.

Questions:

1- Why is Japan an archipelago? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2- List the four main islands of Japan. ________________________________________________________ 

3- What are two geographic effects of the Japanese islands on the people of Japan? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4- Who have the Japanese borrowed cultural ideas from? ________________________________________________________ 

5- Why does Japan lack arable land? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

6- Why do the Japanese believe that they must trade or die in the world today? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  Because of Japan’s nearness to China, it was greatly influenced by Chinese ideas, culture, and technology.  Scholars and merchants brought Chinese culture to Japan, including their method of writing, Confucianism, Buddhism, which had spread from India to China.  Chinese culture influenced Japanese styles and tastes in music, art, pottery, and cooking.

  Like the Chinese emperor, the Japanese emperor claimed absolute power and built a capital city.  However, Japanese culture was never an exact copy of China.  The Japanese rejected several Chinese practices.  For example, the Japanese never adopted the Chinese idea of the Mandate of Heaven or the belief that the gods chose the emperor but could also remove a corrupt emperor.  The Japanese, unlike the Chinese, believed that the emperor was directly descended from the Sun Goddess.  The Japanese had one dynasty of emperors due to this belief.  The Japanese also had a unique religious tradition known as Shintoism or the worship of spirits found in nature.

7- Why was Japan influenced by China? ________________________________________________________

8- How did the Chinese influence the Japanese? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

9- What aspect of Chinese culture did the Japanese reject? ________________________________________________________ 

10- Why did the Japanese reject this? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  The Heian Period was a golden age of Japanese culture.  It lasted from 794 to 1185 A.D.  Members of leading noble families spent much of their time at the imperial or emperor’s court.  Art and literature flourished.  One of the earliest novels ever written and a classic of Japanese literature, the Tale of the Genji, was completed in 1008 by Lady Murasaki.  The novel tells the story of Genji, the emperor’s son, and his many romances and adventures at the imperial court.  But as time passed, the nobles began paying fewer taxes to the emperor and established large private estates.  By the end of the Heian period, Japanese lords were becoming powerful and raising private armies of samurai or Japanese warriors.  The imperial government grew weaker and feudalism developed.

Questions:

11- Why was the Heian Period a golden age of Japanese culture? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

12- Who was Lady Murasaki and why was she important? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

13- Why did feudalism develop in Japan? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

More Questions:

  Which aspect of Chinese culture was never adopted by the Japanese?

1- the Mandate of Heaven

2- chopsticks

3- ceramics

4- Buddhist beliefs  

The traditional Japanese concept of the role of the emperor and the Chinese belief in the Mandate of Heaven were both based on 

1- the democratic election of rulers

2- a division of power between the nobility and the emperor

3- the belief that political power comes from a divine source

4- a constitution that defines individual rights

The samurai of Japan were similar to which social class in Western Europe?

1- knights

2- serfs

3- lords

4- townspeople 

Korea greatly influenced the development of early Japan by

1. acting as a bridge for ideas from China 

2. providing Japan with the technology for industrialization 

3. serving as a barrier against Chinese aggression 

4. protecting Japan from early European exploration 

“Fall seven times and stand up eight.” - Japanese Proverb

Samurai

  Samurai warriors had several privileges. They were allowed to wear two swords - a long one and a short one. Commoners were not allowed to wear any weapons at all. At a certain period, samurai warriors were even allowed to behead a commoner who had offended them. 
  The samurai warriors had an ethical code of behavior called bushido, meaning "the way of the warrior". The central point of the Code of Bushido was complete loyalty toward a lord or daimyo.  A samurai warrior was not allowed to show emotion in public and had to commit suicide or seppuku if he was disloyal to his lord, cowardly, or violated any of the rules of Bushido.

  Seppuku was s a ritual suicide and considered an honorable death. Seppuku was part of bushido.  It restored a disgraced samurai’s honor.  It was also called Hara-kiri which literally means "stomach-cutting".  When done outside a battle, it was performed in a formal ceremony. Spectators attended the event. The act was a painful one. The person doing hara-kiri had to slice through his abdomen. When finished, he stretched out his neck. An assistant was waiting behind him and had to behead the samurai with one stroke of his sword. 
  Reasons for committing seppuku were connected to honor and disgrace. One occasion for committing seppuku was the death of the lord. It was an expression of grief at one's master's death and was the utmost form of loyalty to the lord. Other reasons were punishment. Seppuku could also be a way of showing a disagreement with one's master. A frequent reason for committing hara-kiri was due to a lost battle in hopes of avoiding the disgrace of falling into the hands of an enemy. 
  The idea that an honorable death is better than a life of disgrace continues in modern Japan. Japan has the highest rate of suicides in the world. Japanese kill themselves for failing in business or for not passing an exam.
Questions:

· What were some of the samurai’s privileges? ______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

·  What was seppuku? ___________________________________________________ 

· Why did some samurai commit seppuku? ___________________________________________________
