	Three Philosophies of China (Ch 4 sec 4)
	Confucianism
	Legalism
	Daoism

	Founder
	Confucius
	Hanfeizi 

(HAHN fay DZEE)
	Laozi 

(LOW DZEE)

	Main Beliefs
	· People are good at heart

· Five relationships will ensure social order

1. father to son 

2. older brother to younger brother

3. husband to wife

4. ruler to subject

5. friend to friend

· filial piety – respect for parents

· rulers should lead by example

· men were superior to women

· education is what sets men apart from one another
	· People are basically evil at heart ( greed is the motivation for most human action

· Emphasis is put on strict enforcement of law – Legalism

· Strength, not goodness, is the ruler’s greatest virtue

· The only way to achieve order is to pass strict laws and enforce them with harsh punishments
	· No interest in social order or government as a whole

· Most concerned with the individual finding a way to live in harmony with nature

· “Dao” – the way of the universe as a whole

· rejected conflict, emphasized the virtue of yielding (going with the flow

· viewed government as unnatural

	Effects on Chinese People
	· Traditional ways are reinforced

· Family loyalty is VERY important

· Women are treated poorly

· Rulers govern by moral example

· Education = road for advance-ment – civil service exam used to pick people for gov’t bureaucracy
	· When Legalist rulers were in control, people were treated harshly

· Peace, order, and social welfare came ahead of individual (human) rights
	· Government that governs least governs best

· View people as part of nature

· People respect nature and its forces, seeing them as necessary and positive

	Notable Quotes
	“Do not do to others what you do not wish for yourself”

“While a father or mother is alive, a son should not travel far”

“Real knowledge is to know the extent of one’s own ignorance”

“By nature, men are pretty much alike, it is learning and practice that set them apart”

* found in the Analects
	“The nature of man is evil.  His goodness is acquired”

“The ruler alone possesses power, wielding it like lightning or thunder”
	“If the people are difficult to govern, it is because those in authority are too fond of action”


